
 

 

The Wood School 
learning in the woods 

Contact us at:       mary@learninginthewoods.org.uk      tel: 07815 557826 



We are a small school in a wood. A 

place that enables children to thrive. 

We've been running for six years and 

in this time we have seen that our 

approach works. Learning creatively 

outdoors, alongside empathetic 

adults, children are supported to 

develop and learn.  

At Wood School we see learning as a 

process not an outcome. With us 

children have the chance to learn in a 

playful way - following their curiosity, 

problem solving and creating their 

own projects.  

Above all we seek to stimulate a love 

of learning and to support children to 

grow into compassionate adults - able 

to contribute to their communities in 

ways that are both fulfilling and 

meaningful.  

Four principles are central to our 

pedagogy:  the importance of play and 

playful learning; deep learning 

through a project based approach; 

being part of and contributing to a 

community; and connecting to nature 

through outdoor learning  

We offer a entire primary education in 

a flexible format. Children are 

welcomed at Wood School from 

between one and five days a week 

from September.  

Each day of our week will be themed 

around a different aspect of learning. 

You can choose how many days your 

child attends and therefore what they 

focus on whilst they are with us. In this 

way we hope to offer an approach that 

adapts to the needs of your child and 

family.  

The Wood School learning in the woods 

Contact us at:       mary@learninginthewoods.org.uk      tel: 07815 557826 



In September Wood School will open for up 

to 25 children a day, aged from 4 – 11.  

How our days will work 

Our days will be guided by a clear structure, 

alternating activity sessions with free play.  

9:00 - 9:15   drop off and play 

9:15 – 10:30  activity session in groups 

10:30 – 11:15 snack time leading into play 

11:15 – 12:30 activity session in groups 

12:30 – 1:30  lunchtime leading into play  

1:30 – 2:45  activity session in groups 

2:45 – 3:15  whole school sharing  

3:15 – 3:30  pick up  

Age based groups 

So we can meet their different needs, 

children will be divided into three groups for 

the activity slots of the day: 

• Youngest group: 4– 6/7 years 

• Middle group: 6/7-9 years 

• Oldest group 9—11 years 

Themes through the week 

For the older two age groups, each day of 

the week will be themed around a different 

area of learning. These will be: 

Maths Mondays: investigating numbers and 

mathematics 

Talking Tuesdays: developing literacy and 

communication skills 

Wonder Wednesdays: understanding the 

world and how it works, both past and 

present 

Toolkit Thursdays: developing the 

communication, craft and creative skills we 

need as we grow up  

Forest School Fridays: connecting to nature 

 

More about Wood School 

In the rest of this brochure you can learn 

more about: our learning approach for the 

different age groups; our themes for the 

day; our core principles; our teaching team; 

and how to join Wood School.   

How Wood School will work from September 2016 



 

So we can meet their different 

needs, children will be divided 

into three age based groups for 

the activity slots of the day.  

Each group will be of around 

eight children, with a group 

teacher for the day. In addition 

there will always be an extra 

adult supporting the day and able 

to move between the groups. 

The ages are flexible – as they 

depend also on a child’s 

development and friendship 

groups.   

 

 

 

 

As a rough guide, we expect the 

youngest children’s group will be 

for children aged four to six or 

seven. The middle aged group 

will cover the age’s six or seven 

to nine. The children in the oldest 

age group will be nine to eleven 

years old.  

Learn more about our approach 

to children’s learning in the 

following three pages.  

 

Our approach to learning in age based groups 



Play is the foundation of learning for young 

children. The latest neuroscience research 

shows that play is how children are designed 

to learn: 

• Physical play develops coordination, strength 

resourcefulness and concentration.  

• Playing with objects (like creating a shop from 

acorns or using tools) involves inventing, 

making and building. It develops the ability to 

solve problems and make strategic choices.  

• Symbolic play is the play children do to 

experiment around language, writing, 

drawing, music and maths – it might involve 

telling stories, jokes and art and helps 

children to reflect on their experiences.  

• Imaginative play has been shown to develop 

social competence, narrative skills reasoning 

and self-restraint.  

• Games with rules develop social skills like 

turn taking.  

Over the last six years we’ve seen how free 

play outside enables our youngest children 

to direct their own learning, feed their 

curiosity and develop their passions and 

confidence.  

We’ve seen how the richness of a woodland 

environment works to support free play – 

the changing seasons, the hiding places for 

dens, the possibilities of building and 

making. We have watched with awe as 

children run and move all day – and learnt 

that this must be what they need to do.  

We have seen the positive role that trusted 

adults can play – looking for moments to 

deepen learning and support emerging 

social and emotional skills. 

For our youngest children therefore, our 

approach will always be child-led play 

supported by a caring adult. Our role as 

teachers here is to create a safe and rich 

learning environment and enable children’s 

passions to be investigated through play.  

We understand that in following these 

interests a whole host of learning will unfurl 

and as adults we can extend this and open it 

up into new areas. We will augment this 

with activities to develop friendships and 

confidence, build social skills and create a 

sense of community.  

 

Our approach for children aged four to six years old 



We’ve learnt how children change as they 

get older. We have watched how at around 

six or seven children’s need for challenge 

grows; they want to understand the world in 

deeper ways; they enjoy mastering new 

skills and they need to feel they can 

contribute.  

We have noticed how important peer groups 

can be for this age group – and how this can 

stop children taking risks or trying new 

things. So we have learnt that there are 

different structures needed as children grow 

older – ones that work with whole peer 

groups, building on what they want to 

investigate and supporting learning through 

agreed times to ‘work’ and play.  

For our children aged six to nine, the focus 

will be on building enjoyment in learning 

and gaining confidence around the core 

areas of learning. With these children 

projects and activities will align more closely 

to the day’s theme – but always with a 

playful approach.  

 

For instance children on Maths Mondays 

might chose ‘battles’ as a topic and so we 

might play battleships to learn about 

coordinates and then set up a giant 

battleship outside with sticks and ropes for 

everyone to play.  

On  Talking Tuesdays the children might be 

reading and designing comics.  

On Wonder Wednesdays they might want to 

investigate ‘treasure under the earth’ - so 

for a half term they might be exploring how 

the earth has formed, building models of 

volcanos, making their own soil and growing 

crystals.  

On Toolkit Thursdays the children might be 

picking up a theme from Monday and 

practising their whittling skills to make 

swords and daggers—ready for playing with 

in free time and on Forest School Fridays! 

 

 

Our approach for children aged six to nine years old 



At Wood School we are passionate about 

supporting our oldest children to ‘graduate’ 

from us and meet the challenges of high 

school or other ways of learning post-11. 

We have learnt from experience what 

children need to confidently embark on this 

new phase of life.  

Critically they need to love learning and feel 

secure in its foundational skills: reading, 

writing, maths, research skills, problem 

solving, making, and understanding the 

world.  

As important though we see that they also 

need a strong sense of self, a belief in their 

own worth and a care for others. We see 

that they need a generous, kind approach to 

towards themselves and others people. An 

ability to empathise. A bravery in trying new 

things, a resilience to setbacks and a sense 

of gratitude and wonder. 

Therefore for our oldest children, the 

emphasis would be deepening interests, 

creating more challenges and problem 

solving and more time on focused skill 

development.  

So for example if children chose ‘Robin 

Hood’ as a project we might write a play, 

learn about the history of the time, design 

ancient manuscripts, and write secret codes 

using maths.  

For all the ages of children at Wood School, 

we’ve learnt from experience that 

compulsion, testing, punishments or 

rewards are not good vehicles for learning.  

Instead we know that there are some keys 

to developing our learning community:  

• building close relationships with our 

children ... 

• having clear structures to the day ... 

• sharing responsibility ... 

• using a language of feelings and needs … 

• having high expectations of how we all 

behave towards each other ... 

… all these help grow caring, compassionate 

young people.  

Our approach for children aged 9—11 years old 



 

For the older age groups, each 

day of the week will be themed 

around a different area of 

learning.  

 

Learn more about each day’s 

theme and approach in the 

following five pages. 

Our learning themes across the week 

Maths Mondays   investigating numbers and mathematics 
 

Talking Tuesdays   developing literacy and communication skills 
 

Wonder Wednesdays  understanding the world and how it works,  

      both past and present 

Toolkit Thursdays   developing the communication, craft and  

      creative  skills we need as we grow up  

Forest School Fridays  connecting to nature  

 



 

Maths Mondays 

At Wood School we are deeply interested in 

the maths of the everyday: in art, in nature, 

in cooking, shopping and playing games.  The 

aspiration is to enjoy playing with number 

and mathematical problems. Just as talking 

and listening supports reading and writing, 

so noticing numbers and patterns supports 

the complex thinking around numbers and 

maths.   

During our exploring maths days the aim is 

to give children ideas that they can explore 

and the resources to do so – together and 

with a teacher.   

Wood School’s environment and community 

is a natural maths resource cupboard! 

Younger children can look at how many 

people there are in the wood, how many are 

missing, count their conkers, weigh out 

ingredients for lunch, gather thin and thick 

sticks.   

With older children nature can show us 

ageing, shape, pattern, symmetry. Shopping 

looks at percentages, money, estimating, 

counting, addition, subtraction, the lure of 

the bargain.  

 

 

Cooking gives the opportunity of measuring 

weights and volumes, temperature, dividing, 

estimating, fractions and ratios. Exploring 

the concepts of the golden ratio, golden 

rectangle and Fibonacci’s sequence takes us 

into the ideas of art, design, nature and the 

human form.  

Our own bodies are a resource for 

measuring pulse, blood pressure, head 

circumference, leg and arm length – again 

looking at ratios, percentages and 

symmetry.  Card games are a way in to 

looking at sequences, patterns, counting and 

strategy. Origami and sewing lends itself 

perfectly to measuring and looking at 3D 

shapes. More complex games such as 

backgammon, chess, Perudo and Catan 

involve probability, relative values and route 

preferences. 

Wood School children doing maths with us 

have said things like: “I don’t think this 

would be as much fun without the maths” 

and “Can we have a longer session?”  



 

Talking Tuesdays  

Talking and writing are the tools that best 

allows us to express ourselves as individuals 

- to communicate about, and reflect upon 

the world around us.   
 

Talking isn't something kids just ‘do’. Being 

able express yourself in words is the 

precursor to writing and includes a complex 

set of skills. At Wood School we create a 

playful, communication rich environment to 

help children become confident and skilful at 

using spoken language in a whole host of 

ways. We help children to: make up stories; 

compose poems; describe events; share 

their point of view; persuade others; 

describe their feelings and reactions.  
 

Writing skills follow from talking. The only 

way to become a better writer is to write 

more, to read more, and to value and enjoy 

the experience.  At Wood School, we use the 

‘Writers’ Workshop’ approach, whereby 

writing is seen as a collaborative, iterative 

process.   
 

We start with extensive pre-writing 

activities, such as journaling, drawing, 

thinking, talking and reading. 

 

Then children work co-operatively to draft, 

edit, illustrate, proof-read and publish pieces 

chosen by themselves about topics they are 

interested in.  Publishing can take many 

forms:  reading aloud a piece of work to 

classmates; writing a letter to politicians 

about an important issue, or sharing news 

with a penfriend from a different culture.   

 

Not all pre-writing activities, though, will 

lead to a published piece and it is up to the 

children themselves, which pieces they wish 

to pursue to publication.  This helps children, 

see themselves as autonomous writers, 

writing for a purpose and invested in honing 

their skills.   
 

In order to help the children develop further, 

sessions also include mini-lessons, designed 

to address particular issues observed during 

shared writing and one-to-one conferences 

with pupils.  These are likely to include help 

with forming letters, reading, decoding 

words, understanding structure and extend 

vocabulary. 
 

In addition, storytelling, sharing poems, and 

reading will be used to support a love of 

literature, spot techniques used by 

successful writers and develop reading skills. 



 

Wonder Wednesdays 

Wednesdays are all about understanding the 

world around us - both in the past and the 

present.  This is a day when we will ask 

questions about how the world works and 

seek to answer them. Our investigations will 

are likely to span science, geography, 

history, social history, anthropology and 

politics. We will seek to make sense of the 

issues of the day and relate them back 

through time and across cultures.  

Sustainability and community will be strong 

themes - but the children will guide us to 

areas they are interested in.  These are all 

issues we have explored over the last six 

years at Wood School – so we are excited 

about having time to go deeper.  

We might for example investigate flying and 

so look at a whole range of exciting  sub 

topics: how plants fly by using complex 

methods of seed dispersal; ask what makes 

feathers so special; find out about the first 

flying creatures on our planet ; read stories 

about how humans have tried to fly; try and 

build a flying machine; send our own rocket 

up into space!  

 

 

 

Or we might be inspired by a social issue of 

the day – like a General Election. Here we 

might learn about the history of voting and 

set up our own ballot; we might explore how 

voting works in different countries and write 

to children who live elsewhere about what 

they want to vote on; we might try making 

our own Parliament – and practise debating 

with and persuading others. 

Wednesdays will be about supporting the 

children in their own planning and 

questioning, whilst adults support with 

resources and guidance to allow projects to 

be followed over a long enough period for 

deep learning.   

Children will grapple with topics with 

purpose and flexibility. Their ideas will be 

valued, their creativity encouraged, their 

interests nurtured. Above all, Wednesdays 

will seek to create awe and wonder about 

the world and the inhabitants that live on 

this extraordinary planet. 



 

Toolkit Thursdays 

The earliest evidence of human beings on 

our planet shows we are above all tool 

makers and tool users. At the heart of being 

human is our creativity and ability to solve 

problems – and to use these skills to adapt, 

to support ourselves, to thrive and to 

contribute.  

On Thursdays we will seek to build our 

personal tool kits, to hone our creative, craft 

and communication skills.   

In fairy tales the children often have to leave 

the safety of their home to venture into the 

woods and pit themselves against unknown 

forces. In doing so they gain the magic 

treasures of new skills and confidence.  

These stories of initiation and growth are the 

inspiration for our Thursdays. On this day we 

will work with the children to consider the 

skills they need as they grow up in this ever 

changing world. Our job as adults is to help 

them on this journey – as they make the 

transition to independent, skilful, generous 

adults. To do this we will investigate how 

communities through time have survived in 

complex conditions and see what we can 

learn from them.  

 

 

We might therefore learn how to weave a 

basket in which to gather fruit in and find 

out which fruit can we safely eat and which 

plants can give us energy. We could discover 

how to make tea from acorns and juice from 

apples or learn how to make food that will 

last for months. We might see how to make 

shoes to go on a journey with and sew 

clothes to keep us warm. We could 

investigate how to sleep safely in the wild, 

how to tell stories through a cold night and 

how to light a fire in the wet. Together we 

might learn songs to keep us company on a 

journey, we might practise drawing what we 

see as we explore, or devise a play to 

recount our adventures.  

Skills to be developed on Thursday might 

therefore include woodworks, whittling, 

weaving, crafts, bushcraft, compassionate 

communication, sewing, drama and art. On 

Thursday children will have the luxury of 

time to spend on developing  a mastery in 

their chosen skills and gain an understanding 

of where and how these skills and crafts 

have developed through the world.   



 

Forest School Fridays 

Creative play is central to every child’s 

learning and social development - and 

creative play outside in natural 

environments has been shown to have even 

deeper social and emotional benefits. 

Indeed studies have shown that children’s 

concentration, learning and academic 

performance is stimulated by having natural, 

green environments in which to play.  

National research shows that: 

• When children play in natural environments, 

their play fosters language and collaborative 

skills.  

• Exposure to natural environments improves 

children’s cognitive development by 

improving their awareness, reasoning and 

observational skills. 

• Nature buffers the impact of life’s stresses on 

children and helps them deal with adversity.  

• Children with contact with nature score 

higher on tests of concentration and self-

discipline.  

• Early experiences with the natural world have 

been linked with the development of 

imagination and the sense of wonder - an 

important motivator for life-long learning.  

 

However for most urban children today, the 

opportunities to ‘play out’ have decreased 

substantially. A 2007 survey for Play England 

showed that: ‘71% of adults played outside 

every day when they were children, 

compared with only 21% of children today.’  

Fridays will offer children the chance to ‘play 

out’ in a safe but adventure-full setting. This 

day will be our school’s Forest School day – 

so expect your child to be led by their play 

into all sorts of discoveries and scrapes!  

They might do den making, fire lighting, 

making things from natural materials, 

whittling, building tree houses, making 

ladders from ropes and imaginative play like 

creating cafes, kitchens and villages. There 

will be no hot food on this day – making 

space for fire craft activities – such as boiling 

down sap, making a fire with a bow, and 

experimenting with different types of 

kindling.  

Fridays we hope, will meet the needs of 

parents who simply wish their children to 

play in the woods one day a week. And meet 

the needs of children who simply wish to 

play! 



 

Our work at Wood School is 

guided by four key principles. 

Learn more about these on the 

following three pages.  

 

At the end of this section we also 

look at how we work with 

children who don’t want to do 

what we ask and introduce our 

teaching team.  

Our core principles 

• The importance of play and playful learning. 

 

• Deep learning through a project based approach. 

 

• Being part of and contributing to a community. 

 

• Connecting to nature. 

 



Play and playful learning 
 

Play is universal to the childhood - both 

through time and across cultures. In ‘The 

Importance of Play’, leading academic David 

Whitebread, states that ‘the evidence is now 

overwhelming … playfulness is fundamental 

to the development of uniquely human 

abilities.’  

Play helps to develop the cornerstones of 

learning and emotional well-being: language 

and self-regulation. In addition different 

sorts of play build a whole host of specific 

skills needed for future adult lives. Recent 

neuroscience research also shows that 

children’s brains are built for soaking up 

information, for problem solving and for 

inventing, for experimenting … and its 

through play in all its forms, that is how 

children learn.  

This is why evidence based approaches to 

teaching younger children, such as the 

Finnish model, is play based. Play, and as 

children get older, playful learning, is at the 

heart of the Wood School approach.  

Deep project based learning  
 

At Wood School we use a ‘project approach’ 

to support authentic, deep learning. Project 

based learning allows for both group 

planning and for children to follow their own 

passions. Projects emerge from the 

questions children raise and develop 

according to their interests. As teachers we 

provide experiences and resources through 

which children can investigate their projects 

themselves. Findings from projects can be 

mapped, modelled, acted out, written about, 

filmed, drawn or even danced!  

 

Project investigations promote in-depth 

understanding and cover a wide range of 

subtopics. We value this ‘slow learning’ and 

have a culture of allowing time for children 

to get deeply into their ‘work’ and finish 

what they are making and doing. The 

approach builds on children’s natural 

disposition to explore and discover. It 

essentially makes learning the stuff of real 

life and children active shapers of their 

learning. 



Being part of a community 
 

At Wood School we work to build a sense of 

community. Whilst we are respectful of 

children’s individual needs we also seek to 

develop a sense that we have 

responsibilities to each other, that our 

actions have consequences and that working 

together we can build a vibrant community 

where everyone’s needs matter. 

We see that sharing responsibility for the 

day builds ownership and meets children’s 

needs for contribution. As well as leading in 

their own learning, children are involved in 

setting up for the day and clearing away. 

Three days a week, one group of children 

cooks for the whole school. Everyone helps 

to wash up and tidy up. Older children are 

given roles to support younger children and 

take a lead on core activities.  

As adults we seek to model positive 

parenting—holding a safe and structured 

place in which children can thrive. In our 

interactions with children we demonstrate 

respect, kindness and care.  

 

As such children and adults call each other 

by their first names and there is no uniform. 

We eat together, play together and laugh 

together!   

We also work actively with children at Wood 

School to teach them skills to become 

emotionally fluent. We are aiming for 

children who value and understand 

themselves and other people.  

In conflicts we know that challenging 

behaviour is usually children trying to 

express complex feelings or trying to meet 

their needs in ways that are difficult for 

others. We see them as needing to be 

‘skilled up’ and aim to work collaboratively 

with them to find other ways of getting their 

needs met. 

Using an approach called Compassionate 

Communication we help children to 

articulate what they are feeling and identify 

what they are needing. We also help them 

to empathise with other people’s feelings 

and needs. We give time and space to 

resolving conflicts between the children, 

knowing it is a rich ground for learning.  



Connected to nature 
 

Humans have evolved symbiotically with the 

natural world – our muscles, minds and 

limbic systems are stimulated by our 

connection to nature. Research backs this up 

and shows that being in wild, natural settings 

reduces stress and promotes well-being and 

health.  

At Wood School we see tangibly how being 

in a woodland environment calms and 

soothes children. We also see how it 

develops resilience, creativity and 

independence in our children. We see how 

being outside for much of the day fosters life 

skills – such as conserving water, cooking 

over an open fire and foraging for food. We 

also see that a woodland is intrinsically 

supportive to learning – for it is a constantly 

changing environment that provides a 

richness of resources for children to use in 

their investigations.  

At Wood School therefore, its is central to 

our pedagogy that we are a primarily an 

outdoor school, As such we place a great 

value in our children forging a deep and 

enduring connection to the natural world.  

Tricky moments 
 

Before children start at Wood School we 

share our expectation of them: that as well 

as coming to play in the woods, they are 

coming to try out different activities with the 

help of  caring adults.  
 

Many children have a high need for 

autonomy. At Wood School we are very 

interested in finding out from children what 

they want to learn. We see that in planning 

their own learning, much of their needs for 

autonomy and control are met.  From this 

starting point we can build trust together. 
 

However it is also sometimes tricky to let go 

of one’s individual desires to ensure that the 

group’s needs are met. If children don’t want 

to work on a given topic, we respond by 

thinking that this is the beginning of an 

interesting conversation!  
 

We work with the child to find creative 

solutions.  We use the same techniques of 

empathic listening, identifying needs, and 

imagination as we do when resolving 

conflicts between children … and the 

solutions often amaze everyone!  



Our teaching team 

Our teaching team of nine staff come from a 

wide variety of professional backgrounds that 

include two primary school teachers, two 

secondary school teachers and three early 

years teachers. The majority of the team are 

parents themselves and are trained in 

Compassionate Communication—we are all 

first aid trained.  

When we think of ourselves as teachers we 

think of our purpose being to help children 

grow and thrive.  Here’s a bit about us all—in 

the order in which we started work at Wood 

School. 

Mary Maclachlan is one of the founders of 

Wood School and owns Paupers Wood. She 

completed a medical degree and went onto 

be a house officer at the MRI before going 

back to study Law—obtaining a distinction. 

She worked as a medical lawyer before 

qualifying as one of Manchester’s first Forest 

School Practitioners. She is a qualified Early 

Years Teacher and has home schooled her 

own children. She’s completed 20 days of 

training in compassionate communication 

and says of herself ‘I love learning and 

continue to learn new things everyday’.  

 

 

May Molteno is one of the founders of Wood 

School and has worked as an educator in the 

environmental sector for 15 years, now 

specialising in making natural play areas. She 

has a First Class Honors Degrees in Economics 

and Social Science and is a qualified Early 

Years Teacher. She has a special interest in 

working with children with challenging 

behavior and, having also been a professional 

dancer for eight years, in helping children 

create their own theatre & productions.  
 

Leonie Morris is is a qualified Bushcraft 

Instructor and Forest School Leader with 

expertise in wild food, fire making and 

woodcraft. She has ten years experience of 

working with adults and children in both 

woodland and education settings and has 

taught food growing in schools and 

communities for several years. She is a 

qualified chainsaw operator and has a first 

class degree in Anthropology and a Masters 

in Visual Anthropology.  
 

Carolyn MacDonald worked as Paediatric 

nurse for 10 years before qualifying and 

working as a primary school teacher. She 

worked in mainstream primary schools for 

five years and then  went on to work  a 

school for children with special needs. At 

Wood School she is often the teacher whom 

shy or worried children seek out for comfort.  



Liz Clay is a qualified Forest School 

practitioner and Early Years Teacher. She has 

a degree in Philosophy and previously 

worked for local authorities in developing 

children’s play spaces. Liz is passionately 

interested in social, political and 

sustainability issues and often helps children 

at Wood School understand the current 

issues of the day.  
 

Matt Place has an Earth Science and Geology 

degree and has always had a love of the 

outdoors and fascination with the natural 

world. He has worked with homeless adults, 

has mentored young adults with learning 

disabilities towards independent 

employment and supported children with 

their cycling. He describes himself as ‘creative 

and playful—loving to work outside with 

children’ and has a keen interest in whittling 

and green woodwork. 
 

Ellen Tickle is a qualified secondary school 

teacher specialising in Geography. She is also 

a Forest School practitioner, a qualified 

Outdoor Educator and Activity Leader, a John 

Muir Assessor and has led international 

expeditions. She says of herself  “’ love being 

outdoors. I recently left my teaching job 

because I felt I and the kids needed to be 

outside more.’ 

Froo Signore is a qualified Forest School 

practitioner and secondary school teacher, 

specialising in Religious Education. She has a 

keen interest in social and development 

issues—having lived and worked with her 

family in Uganda for two years. There she 

taught English in a Ugandan secondary school 

and French in an International school. She 

has a degree and masters in Theology.  
 

Mel Foster is a qualified Primary School 

teacher, with a degree in Humanities, 

majoring in history and philosophy. In schools 

she's implemented a Literacy Support 

Programme and supported children with 

‘number confidence'. Her teaching of science 

was judged to be ‘outstanding’. In the last 

few years she has been running nature 

journaling and creative writing classes for 

home-schooled children and is excited to be 

bringing her approach to Wood School.  

 

Children are also each other’s teachers. Our 

collaborative, non-judgemental approach 

enables children to help each other to 

improve their work and, in doing so, improve 

their communication and social skills. In this 

way they are encouraged to think 

reflectively; to act independently and to take 

personal responsibility for their decisions 

within a like-minded community.  



Contacting us 
 

• Our Wood School phone is 07815 557826.  

• Our correspondence email address is: 
mary@learninginthewoods.org.uk  

Where we are based 
 

Wood School is based at Paupers Wood, Nell 
Lane, West Didsbury. The nearest trams 
stops here are Burton Road or Withington. If 
you are coming by car, you can park in the 
Seimens car park opposite. The entrance to 
the school is a green gate set into the privet 
hedge on Nell Lane. 

Admissions policy 
 

If you would like your child to join Wood 
School, you need to fill out a Waiting List 
form which asks for your preferred days and 
background information about your child. 
When spaces on your preferred days arise, 
we offer these to those who have been on 
the waiting list longest. We give priority to 
children already attending Wood School or 
who have a sibling at Wood School.  

 
 
 
 
 

Your commitment  
 

Our fees are £30 per a day per child. 

We ask that you pay by monthly standing 
order with us and give half a term’s notice if 
your child is planning to leave Wood School. 
We also ask for a deposit of £150 which we 
will refund when your child leaves Wood 
School. 

 
Term dates for 2016/2017 
Autumn Term:    Mon 5 Sep - Thurs 20 Oct 

After half term  Mon 31 Oct - Thurs 15 Dec 

Winter Term:    Mon 9 Jan - Thurs 16 Feb  

After half term  Mon 27 Feb - Thurs 30 March 

Summer Term:    Tue 18 April - Thurs 25 May 

After half term  Mon 5 June - Thurs 20 July     

Please note these term dates reflect the fact the last 
Friday of each half term will be for staff planning and 
training days, so Wood School will not be open to 
children on these days.  
  

Information for parents 

mailto:mary@learninginthewoods.org.uk

